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month of May 1937, he had followed all the proceedings
necessary to enter into negotiations with the enemy,
including using his friendship with certain Nationalists,
but that there had been no result for his attempts. He said
that he had suggested to the British Government that it
should intervene as a mediator, but that it should act as
though it were doing the thing of its own accord and not as
though he had initiated it, since it would be more effective
this way, though unhappily there had been no result. He
ended by telling us that he had failed in his efforts for
peace and that, therefore, there was nothing to do but
resist. It did not occur to him to tell us that having failed
in this intention he had decided to resign, so that a
Government might be formed which could achieve what
he was unable to achieve.

As a curious detail, I think it is worth recording that
during the Prime Minister's speech, Senor Alvarez del
Vayo came into the office where we had met, and on seeing
him, the Prime Minister told him in an irritable way to go
away because he had no business there. It was quite
obvious that Dr. Negrin was upset, because it was plainly
neither correct nor civil to talk to a Cabinet Minister in
this way in the presence of military commanders. The
incident gave me great personal satisfaction. Why did the
Prime Minister show this attitude to one who would have
seemed to be his favourite Minister? It would be very
interesting to know what sort of bonds united these two
men who by their conduct have caused the Spanish
people such suffering and sacrifice.